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PRELUDE “The God of Abraham Praise” Pelz 
 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 
 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 
1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 

    Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
    Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
    Feed me till I want no more; 
    Feed me till I want no more. 

 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 

    Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
    Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 
    Be Thou still my strength and shield; 
    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

    Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s destruction, 
    Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
    I will ever give to Thee; 
    I will ever give to Thee. 

 
(Stand) 
 
(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism.) 
 



3 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-
examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 
 
INTROIT Psalm 105:4–7; antiphon: v. 8 

A He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
Seek the LORD | and his strength;* 
 seek his presence con- | tinually! 
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,* 
 his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered, 
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,* 
 children of Jacob, his | chosen ones! 
He is the | LORD our God;* 
 his judgments are in | all the earth. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,* 
 the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations. 
 
 
KYRIE LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 
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and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

A The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

A Let us pray. 

C O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. 
By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities 
that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts 
that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 
(Sit) 
 
ANTHEM “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Carter 
 Parish Adult Choir 
 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 12:1–9 
 1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 
2And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and 
make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless 
those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
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 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from 
Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, 
and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people 
that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land 
of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram 
passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of 
Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the 
LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give 
this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had 
appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the 
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai 
on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called 
upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going 
toward the Negeb. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 

A [O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 
 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despis- | ing the shame,* 
 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 
 
EPISTLE Romans 4:1–8, 13–17 
 1What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our 
forefather according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by 
works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For 
what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his 
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one 
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who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his 
faith is counted as righteousness, 6just as David also speaks of 
the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart 
from works: 

 

7“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, 
 and whose sins are covered; 
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his 
sin.” . . . 

  
13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be 
heir of the world did not come through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14For if it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the 
law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no 
transgression. 
 16That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to 
the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of 
Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the 
God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
(Stand) 
 
VERSE FOR LENT LSB 157 

C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and abounding in steadfast love. 
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HOLY GOSPEL John 3:1–17 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews. 2This man came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for 
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 
3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said 
to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a 
second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 
answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 
and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you 
do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 
 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 
understand these things? 11Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 
what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you 
do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things 
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except he who 
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 
17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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NICENE CREED 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
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     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE Michael Yurk, D.C.E. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY 
798 The God of Abraham Praise 
1 The God of Abr’ham praise, 

    Who reigns enthroned above; 
Ancient of everlasting days 
    And God of love. 
Jehovah, great I AM! 
    By earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name 
    Forever blest. 

 
2 The God of Abr’ham praise, 

    At whose supreme command 
From earth I rise and seek the joys 
    At His right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, 
    Its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 
And Him my only portion make, 
    My shield and tow’r. 

 
3 The God of Abr’ham praise, 

    Whose all-sufficient grace 
Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 
    In all my ways. 
He deigns to call me friend; 
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    He calls Himself my God. 
And He shall save me to the end 
    Through Jesus’ blood. 

 
4 He by Himself has sworn; 

    I on His oath depend. 
I shall, on eagle wings upborne, 
    To heav’n ascend. 
I shall behold His face; 
    I shall His pow’r adore 
And sing the wonders of His grace 
    Forevermore. 

 
5 Though nature’s strength decay, 

    And earth and hell withstand, 
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way 
    At His command. 
The wat’ry deep I pass, 
    With Jesus in my view, 
And through the howling wilderness 
    My way pursue. 

 
6 The goodly land I see, 

    With peace and plenty blest: 
A land of sacred liberty 
    And endless rest. 
There milk and honey flow, 
    And oil and wine abound, 
And trees of life forever grow 
    With mercy crowned. 

 
7 There dwells the Lord our king, 

    The Lord our righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, 
    The Prince of Peace. 
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On Zion’s sacred height 
    His kingdom He maintains 
And glorious with His saints in light 
    Forever reigns. 

 
8 The God who reigns on high 

    The great archangels sing, 
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry, 
    “Almighty King! 
Who was and is the same 
    And evermore shall be: 
Jehovah, Father, great I AM! 
    We worship Thee!” 

 
∆ 9 The whole triumphant host 

    Give thanks to God on high. 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 
    They ever cry. 
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 
    I join the heav’nly lays: 
All might and majesty are Thine 
    And endless praise! 

 
SERMON Rambling Home to Him 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

A Almighty God, we give thanks for all Your goodness and 
bless You for the love that sustains us from day to day. We 
praise You for the gift of Your Son, our Savior, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. We thank You for 
the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for Your holy Church, for the 
means of grace, for the lives of all faithful and just people, 
and for the hope of the life to come. Help us to treasure in 
our hearts all that You have done for us, and enable us to 
show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to Your 
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service. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Save and defend Your whole Church, purchased with the 
precious blood of Christ. Strengthen Your faithful people 
through the Word and the holy Sacraments, making them 
perfect in love and in all good works, and establishing in 
them the faith once delivered to the saints. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Grant Your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to 
those who hold office in Your Church that, by their devoted 
service, faith may abound and Your kingdom increase. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Preserve our nation in justice and honor that we may lead a 
peaceable life with integrity. Grant health and favor to all 
who bear office in our land, especially the president and 
congress of the United States, the governor and legislature 
of this state, and to all those who make, administer, and 
judge our laws. Help them to serve this people according to 
Your holy will. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Take from us all hatred and prejudice, give us the spirit of 
love, and order our days in Your peace. Prosper the labor of 
those who work to bring peace and justice to the nations of 
the world that mutual understanding and common endeavor 
may be increased among all peoples. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Bless the schools of the Church and all colleges, 
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universities, and centers of research and those who teach 
and work in them. Grant Your wisdom in such measure that 
people may serve You honorably in Church and state, and 
that our common life may be conformed to the ways of Your 
truth. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Sanctify our homes with Your presence, and bless them with 
joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their Baptism, and 
enable their parents to bring them up in lives of faith and 
devotion. Unite the members of all families in a spirit of 
affection and service that they may show Your praise in our 
land and in all the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

A Heavenly Father, You make all things work together for good 
to those who love You. We pray that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit You will bless the Word that will be proclaimed in 
the GodConnects class starting today. Bless the 
preparations that have been made and the invitations that 
have been issued that, by the power of Your Holy Spirit, 
many may be moved to attend, come to the knowledge of 
the truth, and that You may be glorified in Your Son Jesus 
Christ.  

C hear our prayer. 

 

A By Your Word and Holy Spirit comfort all who are in sorrow 
or need, sickness or adversity especially Lynn, Jason, Geoff, 
Jim, Barbara, Wanda, Deb, Jerry, Karen, Andrew, Charlene, 
Ken and Tori. Be with those who suffer persecution for the 
faith. Have mercy on those to whom death draws near. Bring 
consolation to those in sorrow, and grant to all a measure of 
Your love, taking them into Your tender care. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
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C hear our prayer. 

 

A All these things and whatever else You know that we need, 
grant us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose 
again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
OFFERING “Andante” Mendelssohn 
 Instrumental Ensemble 
(Stand) 
 
OFFERTORY LSB 159 

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on 
the name of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name 
of the Lord. 
I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all 
His people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. 

 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 
PREFACE LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
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P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 
prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity 
and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS LSB 161 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
 
LORD'S PRAYER LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
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     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 
PAX DOMINI LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 
(Sit) 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
 
VOLUNTARY “Wondrous Love” Ingram 
 Faith Ringers 
 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
543 What Wondrous Love Is This 
1 What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
    What wondrous love is this 
    That caused the Lord of bliss 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the dreadful curse for my soul! 

 
2 When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 

When I was sinking down, sinking down, 
    When I was sinking down 
    Beneath God’s righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. 

 
3 To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; 
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To God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
    To God and to the Lamb, 
    Who is the great I AM, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing, 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 

 
4 And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on. 
    And when from death I’m free, 
    I’ll sing His love for me, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on, 
And through eternity I’ll sing on. 

 
(Stand) 
 
NUNC DIMITTIS LSB 165 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word 
has been fulfilled. 
My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have 
prepared in the sight of ev’ry people: 
A light to reveal You to the nations and the glory of Your 
people Israel. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 

P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You 
have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one 
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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C Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to 
you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 
1 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won; 
    And although the way be cheerless, 
    We will follow calm and fearless. 
Guide us by Thy hand 
To our fatherland. 

 
2 If the way be drear, 

If the foe be near, 
    Let not faithless fears o’ertake us; 
    Let not faith and hope forsake us; 
For through many_a woe 
To our home we go. 

3 When we seek relief 
From a long-felt grief, 
    When temptations come alluring, 
    Make us patient and enduring. 
Show us that bright shore 
Where we weep no more. 

 
4 Jesus, lead Thou on 

Till our rest is won. 
    Heav’nly leader, still direct us, 
    Still support, console, protect us, 
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Till we safely stand 
In our fatherland. 

 
Text: Public domain 

 
T THE WORSHIP IS ENDED. 

LET THE SERVICE BEGIN. T 
 

T We Go in Peace to Serve the Lord T 

T Trust T Grow T Show T 
 

THOSE ASSISTING IN THE SERVICE 
Preacher Rev. Marc A. Kappel, M.Div. 
Assistant Mr. Timm Leikip 
Children’s Message Mr. Michael Yurk, D.C.E. 
Music Director Mr. Michael Neas, M.M. 
Acolyte Everett Fretwell 
Lector Rev. Marc Spaeth 
Communion Assistant Elder Kip Sandersfeld 
 

The chancel flowers today have been placed by Ray & Cherry Huntoon in 

celebration of their 56th wedding anniversary (3/3) 

 
WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AT FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Celebration (Contemporary) Worship – Saturdays, 5 p.m. 
Traditional Worship – Sundays, 10 a.m. (Available via FB and YouTube) 
Lent Mid-Week Worship – Wednesdays, 8:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. 
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